
Friends and family— we are in the midst of creating the image that will assist with our school 
branding: The Brandt Bear. We are asking all of the students for their input and will be using some 
of their feedback. The students have engaged in writing tasks and in creating renditions of what 
they are envisioning. The teachers are having thoughtful conversations regarding details, charac-
teristics, and even thinking about what the Brandt Bear will stand for. All of these discussions are 
engaging and help to develop oral language but also tap into the ideas of the youngest learners. We 
are super proud of how they are responding to these prompts. We are also very much aware that 
the joy is in the journey. We want children to understand that being resilient and never giving up is 
critical to success. We want to encourage learners to be guided by the “Growth Mindset.” This 
mindset encourages learners to thrive on challenging tasks and to view these challenges as spring-
boards to expanding our current capacities and abilities. We are never complete; we are always 
striving to be our best selves. You will, very shortly, see murals going up in our hallways that en-
courage the youngest learners towards this mindset. My most favorite one shares, "When Plan A 
doesn't work...try B, C, D, E, F and " well you get the idea. How can you encourage the same at 
home? Honor the attempts, praise the gains, and share joy in the unending drive to want to always 
learn more, do more, and be more. Exciting times, indeed! 

 

Principal  Rodriguez-Gomez 
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Parent Information 

K/1st Grades-To receive a hard copy of 

your child’s report card, please request it in 

writing and submit your request to the main 

office. 

Joseph F. 

12/16:  Brandt MSELC Winter Celebration at 

10 am 

12/19: Last day, for Brandt Bears Holiday  

    Supply Drive 

12/23: Brandt Holiday Show, K and 1st grades 

12/23:  1pm dismissal 

1/6: BPC meeting 

Upcoming Events  
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Education is the 
most powerful 
weapon which you 
can use to change 
the world. 
 
-Nelson Mandela 

    Sustainable Art! 
 
 
Our first graders have been working independently and collabora-
tively to learn about different art processes and techniques.  We 
learned about the process of printmaking, and how to use the tools 
and materials to make their own print (pictured).  We are also begin-
ning our exploration into form and sculptures.  Pictured below are 
students from Ms. Mangione's class working collaboratively on a 
sculpture using recycled cardboard rolls.  Not only do we love making 
art, but we also love being resourceful at the same time!   



Friday, December 23, 2016  

Its the holiday season in Brandt’s Winter Wonderland and all 
Brandt friends are meeting at the Winter Festival to decorate 
and celebrate the holidays.   They realize their new  mascot, 
the Brandt Bear, is frozen.  It’s up to Brandt friends to warm up 
their mascot by spreading good cheer through music, dance, 

and stories. 

 

  Come celebrate this festive event with  

 holiday music, theatre, and dance! 

Brandt Winter  

Wonderland  

Holiday Show 

At 10 am  

We invite our K and 1st grade families to our Brandt 

Auditorium for a Holiday Theatrical Event! 

A  Brandt Theatrical Collaboration of 

 Theatre, Music, Art, & Spanish 
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Inside Our Classrooms! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Nurse’s Corner:  
 

Hand washing is an easy, inexpensive, and effective 
way to prevent the spread of germs and to keep peo-
ple healthy.  For kids, washing hands can be a fun and 
entertaining activity.  It is simple enough for even 
very young children to understand. Hand washing gives 
children and adults a chance to take an active role in 
their own health. Once kids learn how to properly wash their 
hands, they can—and often do—show their parents and siblings 
and encourage  them to wash hands, too. 

Parents can help keep their families healthy by: 
 Teaching them good hand washing technique 
 Reminding their kids to wash their hands 
 Washing their own hands with their kids 
 Encouraging health and wellness at home!   

 
Information provided by the Centers for Disease Control.   

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/handwashing 

Brandt Drivers 

 At Brandt we will 
establish a com-
mon vision and 
language in a com-
munity of schools. 

 At Brandt we will 
refine progressive 
early literacy 
practices through 
rigorous and de-
velopmentally ap-
propriate lessons 
anchored in pow-
erful coaching. 

 At Brandt we will 
develop resilience 
in the youngest 
learners through 
the use of positive 
praise and social 
interactions be-
tween students 
and teachers. 

 

Ms. Tesoriero’s class spent time designing 
the Brandt Bear! There were a lot of 
great suggestions showing creativity.  
 
I love seeing my friends work together!  

Science Eyes were on Dinosaurs in Ms. Diana 
and Ms. Daisy's Room 200.  Children observed 
dinosaurs and described what they saw to 
their buddy.  New vocabulary words were 
learned.  As a connection, children measured 
dinosaurs and made dinosaur footprints.  Chil-
dren were offered relevant books to bring 
home and share with their family. 
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 Meet our Teachers... 

 

  
 
 

 

Name: Jack Baker  
School: Brandt,  Calabro,  Hoboken High School  
Alma Maters: St.  Peters University and William Paterson 
Favorite Book: Rudy  
Favorite Color: Red  
Favorite Season: Summer   
Favorite Sports Team: Yankees,  Giants 
Favorite Animal: Dog  
About Me: I have been teaching in Hoboken for over 1 1  years.  Over 
the years, I have coached several sports including volleyball, tennis, swim-
ming, boys basketball, and am currently in my 6th season as the head boys 
baseball coach. I played division one college baseball at St. Peter's University and at William Paterson Uni-
versity . I coached college baseball at William Paterson for 7 years and served as the pitching coach at 
Saint Peter's U for one season. Teaching and coaching for the Hoboken Board of Education has been such an 
amazing part of my life and I am so thankful to be around such caring and motivated staff and students!  
My wife and I also just welcomed our third child and our first son, Jack Baker, Jr.  
  

Name:  Vicky Abdel-Kader (Pauta) 
School & Room #:  Brandt Room 1 02 
Alma Mater:  New Jersey City University 
Instructional Specialty: early childhood education and English litera-
ture and writing 
Favorite Book:  Miss Nelson is Missing by James Marshall 
Favorite Colors:  Pink and purple 
Favorite Season:  Summer 
Favorite Sports Team:  None 
Favorite Animal:  Dogs 
About me: I was born and raised in Jersey City,  NJ.  I have been 
working at Brandt for five years now. Teaching is my passion. When I am 
not at work, I spend all my time with my family.  
 
 

 

Name: Maria Monblatt 
School:  Wallace,   Calabro,  Brandt,  & Hoboken High School 
Alma Mater: Catholic University,  Boston University,  Rutgers University 
Instructional Specialty: Music  
Favorite Book: The Alchemist 
Favorite Color: Yellow 
Favorite Season: Spring 
Favorite Animal: German Shepherd 
About Me: I love being a music teacher because music has a unique ability 
to help students grow socially, emotionally, and academically! My favorite musi-
cal instrument is the violin. In my free time I love to read, travel, do yoga, and perform! My favorite 
quote is "If it doesn't challenge you, it doesn't change you." 


